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THE OPIOID WARS
(Historical Irony?)

The Opium War in China (1839)

• The British Empire has a 
trade deficit with China

• British India produces 
massive amounts of opium

• To reduce the trade deficit, 
Great Britain forces the 
Chinese to accept unlimited 
imports of Indian opium 
despite catastrophic effects 
on the Chinese population

Chinese Fentanyl Exports to US (2017)

• The Chinese discover a huge 
potential market for synthetic 
narcotics in the U.S.

• Profits are enormous and 
government supervision lax

• Chinese producers flood the 
U.S. market with fentanyl (and 
other synthetic opioids) 
despite the catastrophic 
effects on the US population





OPIOID RELATED DEATHS ARE DIRECTLY CORRELATED TO OPIOID PRESCRIPTION RATES



Standard Daily Opioid Dose per Million People 
in Various Countries



All Prescriptions/Capita
(Dark brown is >27 prescription/capita)



Pharmaceutical Spending/Capita 
(2003/2018 expected)



FUN FACT: Only two Countries allow direct 
advertising of prescription medications

USA New Zealand



What created this disaster?
The Power of the Pen



Primary care doctors 
prescribe the most 
opioid and pain 
specialists prescribe 
most frequently.



It takes two 
minutes to 
write a 
prescription 
for opioids

It takes twenty 
minutes (at 
least) to explain 
why opioids are 
not an 
appropriate 
choice



90.8%



Reality or Public Perception?



Which one is it?



MORE HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
Crack Cocaine and 

the War on Drugs (1970’s)

• Crack cocaine sweeps through 
poor neighborhoods

• War on Drugs declared by 
President Nixon

• Anti-Drug Abuse Act (1984) 
and Mandatory Sentencing 
imposed

• Massive disproportionate 
arrests and imprisonment of 
African-Americans (5:1 ratio)

The Heroin Epidemic (2010-
2017)

• Heroin sweeps through the 
U.S., particularly poor-rural 
white America

• Opioid addiction and heroin 
related deaths reach epidemic 
proportions

• President Trump declares the 
Opioid Crisis a National 
Emergency (2017)

• Public Health efforts to 
increase medical treatment





Double standards?
Poor vs. Rich





Opioid Death Rates by County (2015)



SO WHAT CAN BE DONE?



Dr. Lucy Gee
Florida Department of Health



Summary of the Florida Experience



Summary of the Florida Results
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